Battle of the Books

Grade 6 Annotated Reading List 2011 – 2012

Who was Amelia Earhartt? By Kate Bohm Jerome – Examines the life of Amelia Earhart, a pioneer female aviator who mysteriously disappeared during an around-the-world flight in 1937. 
The Wish Giver  by Bill Britain – Various people take cards from Thaddeus Blinn, who says he can give them whatever they desire. Polly, who has a sharp tongue, asks to be well-liked. Rowena wants Henry to stay in town long enough to put down roots. Sam, sick of hauling water, wishes for water on his folks farm. They all get their wishes, with some truly horrible side effects.


Absolute Pressure by Sigmun Brouwer - Ian, spending the summer on Key West with his Uncle Gord, a dive shop owner, is drawn into a dangerous adventure when he sets out to learn why someone is trying to harm his uncle.


The Dark Stairs  by Betsy Byars - It's not a surprise that Herculeah Jones would be interested in detective work. After all, her mother is a private eye, and her father is on the police force. Solving mysteries is in her blood. Not to mention the fact that her name pretty much pinpoints her future: be strong like Hercules, and save the world. And that's exactly what Herculeah attempts to do each day, with the help of her pudgy, and slightly-wussy pal, Meat. This time, however, the detective work that Herculeah is fooling around with is certainly not a joke. When Herculeah and Meat spot a strange man lurking around the mansion in town known as "Dead Oaks," Herculeah immediately knows that something is not right.  The fact that her hair is frizzing - something that happens whenever she's in danger - is only the tip of the iceberg. No, Herculeah can feel it in her bones, danger is around. While both her mother and father are looking into the case revolving around "Dead Oaks," Herculeah decides to begin an investigation of her own - much to her parents chagrin. "Dead Oaks," Herculeah soon discovers, was once the scene of a murder. A murder that was never solved, and in which a body was never discovered. Now, however, Herculeah thinks that something even more sinister is occurring around the old mansion. Something that could leave the whole town at risk. So, with her trusty new binoculars by her side, and the somewhat useless sidekick, Meat, Herculeah must go where no teen has gone before...inside "Dead Oaks," in an attempt to discover the truth. Hopefully, the truth won't leave her the next victim

A Week in the Woods  by Andrew Clements - -Angered by his family's move from Scarsdale, NY, to rural New Hampshire, Mark refuses to make friends or please his teachers. Because of his indifference, one teacher decides that he's dealing with a "slacker" and a "spoiled rich kid." To make matters worse, Mark,  acts unimpressed with Mr. Maxwell's annual outing to the state park for a week of nature studies. However, the boy becomes increasingly interested in the outdoors and camping and signs up for the trip. On the first day there, the teacher discovers Mark with a camping tool that contains a knife, an item that students were asked not to bring. He decides that someone needs to teach the boy a lesson and decides to send him home. Mark runs away, gets lost, and must use his newly acquired skills to survive a night in the woods.

My Teacher is an Alien by Bruce Coville - After Susan sees Mr. Smith the substitute teacher peel off his face, she knows he's an alien and only Peter believes her; together they work to save the class from Mr. Smith's horrible plans. 

Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key by Jack Gantos - Joey Pigza suffers from severe attention deficit disorder and struggles to remain calm when his world chaotically slips through his fingertips. When his medicine wears off, he cannot concentrate or sit still and is constantly in trouble at school. After leaving him for several years in the care of his abusive grandmother, his mother returns to reclaim him and her parental responsibilities. But Joey remains a challenge: he continually disrupts his class, swallows his house key, and runs away during a field trip. Eventually, he injures a classmate and is sent to a special education center for six weeks; here his medication is regulated and he learns how to manage his behavior. Joey leaves the center feeling strong and in control and he triumphantly returns to his old school
A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle - Meg Murry, her brother Charles, and their friend Calvin, embark on a journey through space and time, assisted by three otherworldly women, when they set out to find Meg's father, a physicist who disappeared while experimenting with time travel. 

Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin - Living in the shadow of the Fruitless Mountain, Minli and her parents spend their days working in the rice fields, barely growing enough to feed themselves. Every night, Minli's father tells her stories about the Jade Dragon that keeps the mountain bare, the greedy and mean Magistrate Tiger, and the Old Man of the Moon who holds everyone's destiny. Determined to change her family's fortune, Minli sets out to find the Old Man of the Moon, urged on by a talking goldfish who gives her clues to complete her journey. Along the way she makes new friends including a flightless dragon and an orphan and proves her resourcefulness when she tricks a group of greedy monkeys and gets help from a king. Interwoven with Minli's quest are tales told by her father and by those she meets on the way.

Alvin Ho Allergic to Girls, School and Other Scary Things by Lenore Look - Second-grader Alvin Ho is determined to make friends, even though he is afraid of any number of things and can't talk-at all-in school. Episodic chapters feature events at home, at school, and in his Concord, MA, neighborhood. Everyday adventures include being left stranded by his siblings during stretching exercises that leave him upside down in a tree, being sent alone to the scary piano teacher's house, and deciding whether or not to hang out with the classroom bully. 

A Dog’s Life: The Autobiography of a Stray by Ann M. Martin - From the comfort of her new home, a dog provides a retrospective narrative of her 10 years as mostly a stray. Squirrel's voice is consistently gentle, even as she describes her surroundings and life-changing events. She describes the circumstances of her birth, and conveys sadness and grief upon the disappearance of her mother, separation from her brother, and fear when fighting mean, starving dogs.


The Ghost Belonged to Me by Richard Peck - In 1913 in Bluff City, Missouri, Alexander Arnsworth has seen the eerie glow of a ghost in the barn loft window so often he's come to think of the ghost as "belonging to me." Alexander's plucky friend, Blossom Culp, lives on the other side of the trolley tracks. Together, they explore the barn loft and discover the tormented ghost of Inez Dumaine, a little girl who died in 1861 on the Mississippi River. The rest of this wonderful novel is pure fun.

The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. Phigg by Rodney Philbrick - After his older brother Harold is forced to join the Union Army, Homer runs away from their wicked uncle’s farm to save him. His southward journey divides easily into episodic adventures: outwitting two slave-hunting scoundrels with the help of a wealthy abolitionist; traveling south with an easily duped young clergyman; joining a medicine show led by a mysterious man; fleeing in a hot-air balloon with a disastrous flaw; and arriving at Gettysburg in time for the battle. If these adventures seem a little too colorful to be quite believable, first-person narrator Homer begins his tale by saying, the truth don’t come easy to me.


Esperanza Rising Pam by Pam Munoz Ryan - Esperanza Ortega has spent her first twelve years as the pampered, only child of a wealthy landowner in Aguascalientes, Mexico. Her comfortable life vanishes when her father is murdered and her uncles force Esperanza and her mother to flee. With the help of their former servants, they secretly leave Mexico and make their way to California to work in the fields. Esperanza is unprepared for the hardships she must endure in the camp. Her mother patiently explains that they are fortunate to have a place to stay and a way to earn a meager living. Some workers try to organize the laborers to strike for better living conditions and pay, but the glut of workers coming to California in 1935 dooms their efforts. When her mother becomes ill, Esperanza discovers an inner strength that enables her to perform tasks she has never done before. This story of resilience in the face of harsh adversity shows how Mexican farm laborers were discriminated against in the 1930s. 


It Only Looks Easy Pamela by Curtis Swallow - On the first day of seventh grade when Kat "borrows" a bicycle to go see her dog who was hit the day before by a woman with Alzheimer's disease, she learns about the serious consequences of impetuous actions and manages to make some new friends in the process.
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